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2 DR. GEOFFREY RITCHIE

We remember By Malcolm D. Watts

Dr. Geoffrey Ritchie B.Sc.,Ph.D.(affectionately known
as Geoff) was a very well known and most distinguished
philatelist. He had friends all over the world and many
collectors on both sides of the Atlantic had either vis
-ited or stayed at his home and received a warm welcome
with 'Philatelic Sessions' often stretching into the
early hours. Geoff simply loved to show off his fine co
~llections. A former Senior Development Officer with
ICI, he played an important role in the invention of
Terylene, and served at Stevenston and Dumfries before
moving to Harrogate in 1957.

He was a member of numerous societies having served as
a former Trustee of the British Caribbean Philatelic
Study Group: President and Competition Secretary of the
Yorkshire Philatelic Association: President, Editor and
Secretary of the Roses Caribbean P.S.,President and Sec
-retary of Harrogate P.S.of which he ¢as an honorary
life member since 1976. He also was a prominent member
of the British West Indies Study Circle and the Helve-
£t PoSes

He wrote many articles for the BCPSG Journal and nume-
rous other publications and was the Author/Editor of
the Award winning St.Lucia Handbook,Editor of the Roses
'Caribbeana’,Censor Books, and the 'Military Mail of
Jamaica'. He formed prominent collections of St.Lucia,
Switzerland,Liechtenstein & Postage Dues of the world;
as well as fine collections of:- Norway,Holland,Chile,
Early G.B.,Scottish Postmarks,Peru, New Zealand,etc..

He travelled widely throughout Yorkshire, the North of
England and Scotland. Geoff was rewarded for his serv-
ices to Philately when he was invited to sign 'The Roll
of Yorkshire Distinguished Philatelists' at the YPA
Convention held at York in 1978.Just prior to his death
he was made an Honorary Life Member of the Roses Carib-
bean P.S. and an engraved goblet was presented to his
wife Mary, shortly after his death. After a long illness

Geoff passed away on 30th November,1985. leaving a
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The Mystery of UK/Colonial Examiner 4266 Brian J.W.Rogers

The first questious to usk are, where was this examiner
stationed? Did he or she have a roving commission? Why
does it appear tnat labels beuring tuis number were used
both in Trinidad and in Aritish Jlonduras? This article
is rut internded to answer tuem all out to provoke tnougnt
and hopefully response so that I may go some way towards
this aim,

Initially recorded by Brian Renshaw in the Society's
Handbook No 1 as haviug been used on intercepted mail
handled in Trinidad sometime between 1941 and Muy 1944,
this number also occurs on mail originating from British
Honduras between April 4 and 23 May 1945. For the
earlier period exact label types nuve nut been defined,
only that they were UK type PC 90's, During the latter
period the following are known to have been used,

Tne first is the West Indies type Form 167 recorded by
Trevor Bates in tine Society's Handbook No 2.

—_— — —

PC, %0

OPENED BY
EXAMINER 4266,

Yorm 181
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"he second, previously unrecorucd, is of t.e Torrauce/
dal<er UK Type 1lH

P.C. 90

OPENED BY
EXAMINER 4266.

«nd tne fin.l, also unrecorded, iu of t.e Torrance/
Wal<er Type 1A

P.C. 90

OPENED BY
EXAMINER 4266-

From some 240 plus covers tuut I have uveen able to record
us having pussed through the Censors Offlice at Belive only
the following 7 bear the number 4266. Prior to the April
it would appear that the Colony had run out of printed
labels us the cxaminers were resealing mail with vrown
paper tape. By the 28th of ly, Lowever, a supply of an
earlier style had been receivec ami wus then in use,
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Item Pnk.Date Datestamp Postal Postage
Of Censor Origin Destination Rate  Label Type
1] 4 AP 45 None Belize Tampa USA b Form 167
2] 11AP45 11 or Belize New York 21c ™W TH
14 AP 45 UsA
3] 18 AP 45 None Belize Quirigua 2lc air Form 167
4] 22 AP 45 Belize Guatemala? air Form 167

5] SMY4 T MY LS Belize Altamont USA 20c air TW 1A
6] 19 MY 45 21 MY 45 Belize Manchester 1K 40c air TW IH

7] 23 MY 45 23 MY 45  Belize Pensacola 64 air TW IA
Usa

Item 4 is that recorded by Trevor Bates in Handbook No.2 upon
which T have been unable to find any further information. Items 1 & 3
have the mumber suffixed with a manuscript C in red crayon; while
2, 5 & 6 bear the same suffix inscribed in black ink. This raises
immediately the question, why was this letter C added? Normally it
would have been used to nidicate the Colony in which censorship took
place but, in this case, I do not think this applies. the letter C
was that allocated to Bermxia and a mumber of covers have been found
so inscribed that were transit censored there during 1942-1943.

It is very probable that these covers of 1945 were treated in the
same manner,as the approximate transmission time between the two
Colonies was some 5 to 6 days. Trinidad may also be ruled out as
transmission time in this instance was 6 to 7 days. If these items
had been censored at either of these stations, then the Censor's date
stamp would have to allow for a suitable timelapse between it and the
relevant Belize postmark.

1 believe the conclusion that must be drawn fram these recorded
examples is that the labels were applied in British Honduras during
this period. The datestamp timelapse of up to 3 days, which was
quite normal for the Colony, confirms this.

It would appear that sufficient items have yet to be recorded
covering the earlier period to firmly establish that this
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examiner was either stationed, or the labels used, in Trinidad,

Unfortunately the original questions still ramain unanswered
and lead to others being asked, such as, were these labels sup—
plied to British Honduras as a stopgap? The answer here is proba—
bly yes, but more intriguing is, did examiner 4266 actually visit
the Colony ? And,if so, why?

To try and unravel this "Mystery", I would appreciate hearing
from anybody who possesses cover or covers bearing this examiner'
s mmber irrespective of where it or they originate, giving as muxch
detail as possible to

Brian J.W.Rogers, Norsemann, 5, Beeches Ave., WORTHING. EN14 9JE

AN INTERESTING REGISTERED LETTER R 5368 George Blakey

ST. VINCENT's Kingstown c.d.s.

I have a printed stationery registered envelope used to the UK
cancelled on the front by the Kingstown C code c.d.s. and
cancelled on the back by the Kingstown A code c¢.d.s.(on the
registration label) both dated SP 2 98.

I have not seen any examples of the A code used between
May and September of this year(1898) nor any C code used after
September.

Does anyone else have examples of these two codes on the

same cover?
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8 My Visit to Israphil'85 Frank Deakin
14th-22nd May at Tel Aviv.

1 flew from Heathrow at 5 p.m. on Sunday May 19th and landed safe
-ly and without incident at Ben Gurion Airport at 11.30 p.m., the
actual flying time being 4 hours plus 2 hours for flying East.I was
attending the last few days of Israphil'85.

Mr Gaston of Stamp Tours, London, met me, when I had completed
the usual formalities, and several of us filled a Mercedes taxi which
took us at a spanking pace to the Grand Beach Hotel in Tel Aviv.

Next morning after a very ample self-serve breakfast, I took a
taxi to the Convention Centre in the Exhibition Grounds sbout four
miles outside the city set among cool pine trees.

Here in the main building I soon passed through the security
check and received an Exhibitor's Badge and an Exhibition Catalogue
which contained all the relevant information about this particular
exhibition with, of course, a full list of the international exhib-
itors and their exhibits and showing where they could be located
among 3,500 frames, each holding 16 sheets.

After a brief search I found my eight frames of Barbados in the
far left-hand cormer of the very large modern hall, suitably air-
conditioned and shuttered against the heat: the overall pleasing
effect was unfortunately spoilt a little, because in my last frame
I noticed that two sheets had been mounted upside down. I then paid
a short visit to the large dealer's hall, where I met same familiar
faces and drank some iced beer with my friends.

The Palmares Awards Banquet for over 500 guests started at about
8 p.m. the same evening at the Centre in the open air and, much to
my surprise, 1 collected a Gold Medal. Each guest receiving a special
stamp souvenir, connected with the exhibition, and the printed
Palmares booklet with the awards.We enjoyed an excellent meal and
were afterwards entertained by some delightful folk dancers with
stirring Israeli songs and characteristic music.

On Tuesday I did the morning tour of Tel Aviv and quaint Old Jaffa
and spent Wednesday again at the Exhibition, where I was able to or-
der a few photos of the Medal Presentation and buy some nice covers
at one of the stands. The exhibition closed the same afternoon at
3 p.m. and later no 1 was kindly nivited to supernitend the dis-
mantling of my own exhibit under very tight security.
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9] The next day 15 collectors started our 4 days tour of the Holy
Land by a comfortable EggedAirconditioned Touring Bus fram our
hotel base in Jerusalem; we saw remarkable scenery, much of it des-
olate and arid, but we were able to bathe in the Sea of Galilee and
float in the Dead Sea and we took the cable car to that impressive
fortress of Massada and saw the cave where the dead Sea Scrolls
were discovered. On Monday I flew back to England in a very relig-

ious frame of mind without mishap; it had been a wonderful
holiday.

ST.LUCIA The Pitons Two Pence 1902

The engraver's progressive die proof,
taken from an early stage in the
campletion of the frame. 18 yun 1902
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10 THE ST.LUCIA 1902 "PITONS" STAMP Lionel Ward

It will be of interest to those who have not seen the Colour Trial
of this stamp, to learn that Messrs. De La Rue printed it in two
colours, namely, a vermillion frame containing a royal blue scene. I
never tire of looking at it and am amazed that such an attractive
item was printed as early as the year 1902.

However, this is in complete contrast to the actual postage stamp
whichvnsproducedcolmredbtounaﬂgrem.asuasﬂ\elmmof
Dominica, in keeping with the colour standards then prevailing.

Collectors who are able to obtain a dozen of this stamp will, as I
have done, reward themselves by the discovery that St.lucia SG, 63
embodies six variations,

The frame, coloured brown, is found in both dark and pale brown.
The scene, coloured green, is found in three shades:-
(a] Dark green, [b] green, and [c] Palegreen,

The 3 greens x 2 browns produce a combination of six colours each
of which should be easy to identify.

This article does not take in to account any errors of design or
flaws or plate scratches. About such, the writer welcames information
as nothing appears to have been recorded in existing articles or cat-
alogues, other than the howler of 3700 feet which should be 2619 feet
and 2461 feet for the Big and Small Piton respectively.

All the postmarks I have observed bore the name Castries.Surely
same must have been used in other post offices elsewhere in the
island!! For Soufriere opened in 1884 followed by Laborie, Micoud and
Vieux Fort the following year, each having a separate datestamp.

Is there any justification for the possibility that the whole con-
signment, 250,000 copies of this stamp, never reached other post off-
ices at all; being solely retained for use in Castries?

The late Dr.G. G.Ritchie on page 21 of the Roses Handbook on St.
Lucia wrote:-

"Iwo designs were forwarded from the colony to the printer in early
1902, and after amendments, the design prepared by De La Rue fram
the information supplied was accepted in May and 250,000 copies or-
dered. These were despatched on 10th November 1902 and presumably the
stamp was issued as soon as it arrived."

A photostat of the engraver's progressive die proof dated 18 JUN
1902 1is illustrated, depicting the frame which was later coloured
brown.

There being no reason for doubting that only one printing was in-
volved.Neither have records survived of the quantity received, for
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if part of the consignment transhipped had been lost, then there
would have been a request for a second printing and no such request
is known.

With regard to the frame coloured brown,it must be assumed that
the sheets left the printers all in original hues of dark green - as
found on stamps overprinted specimen - inside dark brown frames.

Has anyone seen the specimen stamp inside a pale brown frame? Now,
brown is not supposed to be fugitive but green certainly is.

Were the colours affected by the climate? Was the large quantity
ordered too much for the old printing machine so that it ran out of
ink? Was there a dearth of spare ink in stock at that time? If so,
there must be some explanation to account for the plate becaming worn,

Another solution as to why the frame comes in two shades, could
be that one side of each sheet was printed darker than the other.
This assumes that 125,000 of each dark and light brown frame might
have been issued. Has anyone seen a pair, one of each shade?

Questions of this nature become necessary when it is remembered
that each stamp had to be printed twice, once in each colour and half
a million in those days was considered quite a large quantity.

With regard to the scene of the Pitons coloured green, this looked
easy to print, but in practice, apparently, it proved difficult on
several occasions.

For I have stamps with the 'Green' shifted to left, shifted to
right, and bottom,of the "Brown Frame" and no doubt scmebody must
have a stamp with the green shifted upwards to the top of the stamp.
This accounts for at least four sheets misprinted. Were there 60 on
each sheet?

It has been suggested that this issue was printed on non-tropical
treated paper. This would assist the. theory that the colours faded
on account of the humidity and for climatical reasons. Howbeit, this
stamp was used extensively for ten years 1902/12 and as remarked on
earlier,green is a fugitive colour.

1 first sorted my copies of this stamp according to the frames,
light or dark brosm, then the greens - dark and pale.Thus discovering
the intermediary shade of green, which is lighter than the dark green
in colour and also has the waves of the sea intact.

widow, three sons and a daighter. No doubt‘he will be

long remembered by his Philatelic friends on both sides
of the Atlantic.
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Same Forgeries Of The West Indies by Alfred J.Branston

[No matter in this document whether in whole or in part may
be reproduced in any form without the express permission of
the Author. (€} A. J. B. 1986 ]
This document does not cover all of the West Indian countries.
Further, that the data given here is not complete in many of the
areas concerned. Information either about other forgeries or of

those shown is most welcame. Write me at 11 Patching Hall Lane,
Chelmsford,Essex,OMI 4DH, England.

This paper is based on my collection as it is today. Although
it is the result of some 25 years' work it certainly does not
cover all of the W.I.forgeries which have been made. Also it is
not good literary practice to include "bits and pieces" fram the
writings of others. The thinking behind this is - if it is in my
collection it may well be hiding itself in yours !

The prime objective of this paper is to provide information.

Much historical information about the background of the forgers
has already been written and Varro Tyler's " The Lives of the
Forgers" looks after this aspect very nicely. There is very little
hard core matter available especially that about positive identi-
fication of the forgeries. There is a very good reason for this.
There are two very substantial stumblingblocks:-

(a)The genuine stamps were made in pains made up of individual
cliches. Account has to be taken of the varieties and flaws on the
~se panes especially those which occur during printing, when the
identification of a forgery is embarked upon. The other is
(b) that the forger nearly always produced a pane of stamps often
smaller then the genuine. Absence of knowledge about the complete
pane(s) adds to the difficulty particularly when only a few copies
of the forgery are available.

The Rev. Earee, in 1892, recognized these difficulties but nev-
ertheless went on at extreme lengths to fill some hundreds of
pages about them in his well known book Album Weeds. This book is
sametimes very useful, at others annoying and disappointing, and
all because of those two large areas of non-knowledge.

With this in mind, and right fraom the start, the collection was
divided into two parts (I) the collection proper, in which only
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forgeries classified as such on the support of sufficient inform-
ation were included. The other (2), the Development collection,
houses all of the forgeries lacking adequate identification pro-
cess. This Paper is based on the first of these.

Invariably each value of every forgery is collected "in depth"
on stock sheets. This process is continuous and thus, after a mum-
ber of years provides some sort of evidence as to the possibility
of it coming into the hands of other collectors.

Next to and parallel with the stock sheets is the information,
illustrations,etc., about the genuine stamps. This area of work is
very time consuming and often fragmentary and uncertain in char-
acter but neither of these is considered campletely off-putting.
Now for the work of identification.

The first step is to check the method of printing.The second
concerns checking the perforation, paper,cancellation(s),and gum.
Very few forgers made watermarks but produced used stamp with sub-
stantialcancellations on thick paper on which the clear detection
of a watermark becomes a near impossibility. Most forgers used the
easy litho process, easy to detectbut very subject to wear during
the printing work. It is considered to be essential to go through
the same degree of examination and typing out irrespective of the
method of printing employed by the forger. If we are going to put
a label on a forgery it should be a good one. In other words, all
of the forgeries where the wrong process has been used are not
lumped together and labelled "forgeries". In one or two cases
where an engraved forgery calls for a more camplete comparison to
be made, this is done fram the stamps and the results illustrated
by side-by-side enlarged photographs.

The next step is to detect three or four major differences be-
tween the genuine and the forged stamps in the execution of the
design work on each. Those selected need to be proved up all copies
of the forgery and as many of the geruine stamps as are available.
Most of the genuing stamps are now very expensive or hard to come
by. It is a matter of time, patience and opportunity. For the
collection these differences are reproduced by hand drawings about
2" x 3" and reduced to album size photographically. These identi-
fication clues have been conveniently termed Idents.

Same Idents do not lend themselves readily to descriptive treat
-ment as is needed in a Paper such as this one. In those cases
alternative Idents have been located wherever possible.




Roses Philatelic Society Caribbeana

14

Whenever possible the accepted attributions are given, the absence
of an attribution indicates that the forger is unknown to me.

No one forger's work is exactly the same as any other and the
Paper is therefore arranged in alphabetical order of country with
types (I), (2), etc. under that country.

Explanatory Notes
1. Colours The colours given in this Paper are those of the forger-
-ies. The dates are those of the genuine stamps which the forger
tried to copy.
2. Descriptions of the cancellations used by the forgers
(a) An outline of bars A cancellation having short bars at each
end and longer side bars thus forming an oval. these are described
mmerically. Thus 2.3.2.3. indicates that the cancellation has
two short bars each end and three long bars each side.(See Diag.A)
(b) A barred oval refers to an oval filled with bars extending
over the whole of the major axis. (See Diagram B).
(c) An oval of bars indicates an arrangement of parallel bars
without a containing line. (See Diagram C).
(d) A square of bars or dots ( or a diamond) is self explanatory.
3. Spiro perforations
Spiro of Hamburg was a prolific forger and the perforations on his
litho products are nearly all found either torn or cut off or just
a short line of diamond shaped indentations.In fact, he used a
line perf 12 or 13 machine but failed to clear the waste pieces of
paper fram the bottam plate of the machine. He had little or no
control of the direction of perforating, hence his typical "perf-
orations" so often met with.
4. Fournier
When Fournier died his massive "factory” in Geneva was closed.The
stock of stamps and dies was ultimately sold to the Geneva Phil-
atelic Society who employed students to cut them up and mount them
into books (some 420 were made). A typical cream coloured paper
with a deep blue border was used and pieces of these albums come
on to the market occasionally and serve as positive identification
of his works. There are notes in the Paper about these.
A personal note. It is likely thta Members of the Group will have
specialised interests and a wider and better knowledge of the forge-
ries they have encountered than I have. It is particularly desired
that other collectors should also ultimately become aware of inform—

ation not included in this Paper.All and any advices to me will
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therefore be most welcame.

The Paper covers the following :-

Part Part

_— ——

1. Antigua 9, leeward Is.

2. Bahamas 10. Nevis

3. Barbados 11. St. Christopher

4. Bermda 12. St. Lucia

5. British Guiana 13. St. Vincent

6. British Honduras 14. Trinidad

7. Dominica 15. Turks Island

8. Grenada 16. Virgin Islands
1. ANTIGUA

Spiro forged the first issue of the 1d and the 6d by the litho
process.The first in vermillion, dull rose and lake(1867,1864 &
1870) whilst the 6d value in green has some copies tending to
blue-green. the 1d forgeries are on pale yellow paper and the 6d on
tinted paper. None of Spiro's emissions had gum or a watermark.
Perforations The panes(5x5) of the 1d clearly show how poorly the
perforating work was done. He used a line perforator (P.13).Singles
reflect his neglect of the machine as described in the Explanatory
Notes,item 3.

Cancellations Two types of cancellor were used(1) an oblong of
black dots 8 x 9 and (2) an oval of bars 5.4.5.4. with the 5 bar
ends extending almost to the middle of the cancellation.

Idents. Note the 1d and the 6d appear to have been made fram the
same stoneand the following Idents apply to both values.

[1] The geruine stamps are recess printed, the forgeries in litho.
{2] On the germine stamp all 13 pearls in the row below the orna-
ments in the Crown are clearly visible but only 5 or 6 are

shown on the foregry.

[3] On the germine stamp the ornament on the front of the Crown
and each alternate omament has a pearl clearly shown whereas
on the forgery these large ornaments and the pearls are very
badly shown.
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BAHAMAS
The One Penny value of 1863-80

1 These forgeries by Spiro of Hamburgare frequently ,et.
Made by the litho process,without gum and cancelled sheet by sheet.
Pairs of panes (5x5) were made by the "work and turn" method.
Perforations Basically perf.13, line but so badly made that most
singles are imperforate (cut off) or badly torn. They are describ-
ed in the earlier Information notes.
Cancellation Only one type was applied, an oval of bars 5.4.5.4.
Idents

[1] The genuine stamps are recess printed, the forgeries are litho.

[2] The background to the Head on the forgery consists only of ver-
tical lines whereas the genuine is cross hatched.

[3] The right eye is unduly large and round.

[4] The ear ring on the Queen's left ear is of the wrong shape.

Type 2 ‘This forgery attributed to Panelli appears far less often
than the Spiro. Printed in litho in a decidedly pink shade of lake,
on white paper with work outside the Head circle very poor.
Perforations These are very clear, perf.ll line.

Cancellations An outline of bars 3.3.3.3. with a very heavy fig-
ure 1 in the middle.

Idents

[1] The letter O of ONE is too large and the top projects above
the other letters.

[2] The row of pearls immediatly above the Queen's right eyebrow
is solid on the forgery whereas on the genuine stamp each
pearl is clear.

[3] The top of the letter S of"Interinsular" touches the line of
the semicircular scroll.

The 1d Bahamas Goldner (?) orange forgery.

Interest centre on a single litho forgery of the 1d Interinsular
design printed in bright orange, Imperf on all sides on buff paper.
It carries a large clear cancellation of 4 rings, the outer ring is
20mm diameter and the smallest 5mm diameter.These rings look very
much the same as Julius Goldner applied to the South African stamps
which he "secured" and sold. He also forged the same S.A.stamps and
and applied this ring cancellation to them.It is likely therefore
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