CRUISE SHP MAIL
by Dr David Watson
Mail from modern ships cruising on the Caribbean is, with few exceptions, scarce. Whilst most
cruise ships have facilities for passengers to post mail on board, this is understandably not high on
most customers’ agendas. Indeed posting mail on board tends not to feature in sales pitches for
cruises in the West Indies. But it is an important part of the modern maritime history of this area.
Cruise ships feed mail into postal systems of the many islands they visit.
Caribbean cruises started to contribute an important part of shipping companies’ income in the
1930’s. Transatlantic passenger routes were starved of revenue after the Wall Street crash in 1929.
For example, Cunard’s luxuriously-appointed Aquitania probably spent less time in the 1930’s on
Europe-USA routes than on cruises (Fig. 1).
After World War II, airliners carrying both customers and mail started to take over from ships on
trans-Atlantic routes. Several shipping lines started to move into the cruise market. Their ships
generally didn’t carry mail further than the next port. For example, in March and April 1957,
Cunard’s Mauretania liner landed mail at the Bahamas, Grenada, Jamaica, St. Kitts and St. Lucia.
Some of the postal markings applied to mail from these stops were quite unusual (Fig. 2), including
a previously unrecorded paquebot mark. Paquebot marks, used by post offices on mail posted on
board, were introduced by the UPU in 1894.
Dovey & Morris have provided a definitive source of information on modern cancels used on ships,
in ‘Paquebot Cancellations of the World and more…’ published by the TPO & Seapost Society in
2010. They have continued Roger Hosking’s original work on this. The definitive work on markings
for individual vessels on the Caribbean is Michael Rego’s ‘Steamship Lines to the Caribbean (vols.
1-3), published by BWISC in 2005, 7 & 8.
Caribbean cruse ships’ own markings have been mainly used for advertisement and to feed an
historically-extensive collecting market. One for Cunard’s Mauretania referred to the ‘HIGH
SEAS’ (Fig. 2). The inverted commas had been removed by the time the ship made her final voyage
in 1965. Perhaps this was because the increasing use of stabilisers on large ships had eased the
effects of high seas on passengers! Certainly they were presented with wide-ranging menus (Fig. 3).
Cunard was not the only major shipping line to build up its Caribbean cruise business post-War.
Fort Lauderdale in Florida became an important hub for fly-cruise holidays, with P&O’s Oriana a
favourite ship (Fig. 4). The depiction of P&O’s Canberra by tourist destinations was sometimes
inaccurate, despite her distinctive design (Fig. 5). Certainly there was no shortage of information
from the extensive use of this ship’s marks on mail for island post offices (Fig. 6). A niche luxury
market using smaller ships has also developed (Fig. 7).
Well known liners have been increasingly deployed on the Caribbean, especially in the less hot
winter months (Fig. 8). Accidents are thankfully rare and sometimes damaged ships are
recoverable (Fig. 9). Shipping companies’ purchasing power has extended to owning island resorts
(Fig. 10).

Nowadays, the largest group, Carnival, has nearly half of the worldwide cruise market and more
than 100 ships. From relatively humble early days (Fig. 11), Carnival now includes several famous,
long-established brands in its nine lines:
Carnival Cruise Line (HQ: Miami); P&O Cruises & Cunard Line (both with HQ in Southampton);
Holland America Group: Holland America Line (HQ: Seattle), Princess Cruises (HQ: Santa
Clarita, California), Seabourn Cruise Line (HQ: Seattle), P&O Cruises Australia (HQ: Sydney,
Australia); & Costa Group: Costa Cruises (HQ: Genoa), AIDA Cruises (HQ: Rostock, Germany).
Ships move between these shipping lines (Fig. 12).
Cruise ships and their passengers make important contributions to the economies of the many
island states across the Caribbean. Tourism is close to the top of many Caribbean economies.
To help promote research on this fascinating aspect of Caribbean maritime mail, Appendix 1 lists
the ships and their respective shipping lines from which such mail has been discovered so far. For
further information please consult the reference list @
http://www.bwisc.org/Maritime/WestIndiesMaritimeMailSources.pdf.
A fascinating account of the development of on board post facilities is kindly provided by a
leading expert at Appendix 2.
This review is dedicated to Peter Longhurst, a humble and inspiring expert.
APPENDIX 1: MAIL FROM CARIBBEAN CRUISE SHIPS
Mail is known from the following ships:
Amerikanis [shipping line no..1, see below] 1967/2000, Aquitania [2] 1920-40, Astor [3,4,5] 19815, Atlantis [1] 1971-, Australis [1] 1964-78, Azerbaidzhan [6] 1986-96, Berlin [7] 1980-2,5-2004,
12-, Canberra [8] 1961-79, Carinthia [2] 1924-68, Carmania [2] 1954-73, Carnivale [9] 1976-94,
Caronia [2] 1949-69, Carousel [10,11] 1994-2004, Celebration [9] 1987-, Century [12] 1995-,
Crystal Harmony [13] 2012, Cunard Adventurer [2] 1971-7, 1977, Cunard Ambassador [2] 1972-4,
Cunard Countess [2] 1977, Cunard Princess [2] 1977-95, Dawn Princess [14] 1999-, Doric [11]
1973-81, Emerald [Thom] 2000, Franconia [2] 1965-8, Ivernia [2] 1955, Mauretania [2] 1946-65,
Mermoz [15] 1979, Nevasa [8] 1956-75, Norwegian Wind [16] 1998, Oceana [8] 2002-, Ocean
Princess [17] 1967-93, Oriana [8] 1959-86, 95-, Pacific Princess [8] 1975-2002, Parthia [2] 194761, Queen Elizabeth [2] 1938-72, QE2 [2] 1969-2008, Queen Mary 2 [2] 2004, Regent Sea [18]
1984-95, Romanza [1] 1939-91, Royal Princess [8] 1984-2005, Royal Viking Sea [19] 1983, Royal
Viking Sky [19] 1971-91, Royal Viking Star [19] 1972,4, Royal Viking Sun [2,19] 1989-99,
Sagafjord [20] 1965,72,86, Seabourn Pride [21] 1997-, Sea Princess [8] 1983,95, Skyward [16]
1968-94, Song of Norway [16] 1974, Southern Cross [22] 1956-97, 1966-88, Stella Maris [23]
1966-98, Sundream [11] 1996-2004, Sun Princess [14] 1972-96, Sunward [16] 1978, Vaal [9] 197796, Vistafjord [18,20] 1973-.
Owned by the following shipping lines:
1. Chandris America; 2. Cunard; 3. Deutsche Seerederei; 4. HADAG; 5. Safmarine, 6. Black Sea
Shipping Co.; 7. FTI Cruises, 8. P&O; 9. Carnival; 10. Airtours; 11. Sun Cruises; 12. Celebrity; 13.
Crystal; 14. Princess; 15. Paquet; 16. Norwegian Caribbean; 17. Ocean Cruise; 18. Regency; 19.
Royal Viking; 20. Norwegian-America; 21. Seabourn; 22. CTC Cruise Lines; 23 Sun Lines.
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