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PRESIDENT'S PAGE

On the occasion of this Y.P.A. Convention
at Hull, the Roses Caribbean Philatelic
Society have their own stand and I am now
taking the opportunity of inviting you to
visit us there, and of mentioning some of
the aims of this specialist society.

The Society has been in existence for over
15 years, and was formed due to the init-
iative of several local philatelists from
Wakefield, Bradford and Leeds who first
got together at Leeds in 1957. The result
of this gathering was the formation of the
"Roses'", which I am pleased to say now
numbers some 25 to 30 members who devote
their interests, or part thereof, to the
philately of the Caribbean area. I think
that I should stress at this point that we
are not interested solely in the Common-—
wealth countries, as we include members
who collect Haiti, Cuba and the like, and
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others with like interests would be welcome.

We have, of course, published brochures for the last three
Conventions, and we hope that some of the articles may
prove of interest to you. Please do not be alarmed by the
word "specialist", for although I have earlier referred to
the Society in this manner we welcome all philatelists,
the beginner as much as any other, and we should be glad
to see you at our meetings. Moreover, whilst the society
was originally formed with the idea of collectors from
both Lancashire and Yorkshire meeting together, we now
have members who owe allegiance to neither rose.

Our programme usually comprises some 5 or 6 meetings 1in
the year, at which displays are given or a study of a par-
ticular topic undertaken. For example, at the moment we
are endeavouring to collect and collate as much informat-
ion as possible on the censor markings of the Caribbean
area during the two World Wars. Incidentally, if any one
has information on this point, or covers which we might
examine, would they please contact our secretary, Mr M.D.
Watts. In addition to our own meetings, the Society has
been invited to a number of the member societies of the
Y.P.A. to give group displays.

The venue of our meetings has varied, taking place in
Leeds or Huddersfield. Should you be interested in join-—
ing us or hearing more about the Roses, would you please
contact the secretary, or any member at the Convention
stall.

Before closing, I would like to invite you to our One-day
Convention to be held at the Hotel Metropole, Leeds on
Saturday, 22nd September 1973. An announcement concerning
this follows on page 8, and the latest particulars can be
obtained from our stall.

In conclusion, on behalf of the Roses, I wish to place on
record our appreciation to our hosts, the Hull & District
Philatelic Society, and to wish you all a pleasant and
successful Convention.

A. P. D. Sutcliffe
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POSTAL TRANSFERENCE IN GRENADA A. Shepherd

Grenada, as with other British colonies in the West Indies,
was asked to take control of its own post office in Septem-
ber 1856. This was after a survey of postal establishments
in the area by Anthony Trollope, then an employee of the
British postal authorities. The actual transference took
place in November 1859 when Grenada, in common with other
West Indian islands, was informed by a circular from the
GPO London that she would have to take over control of her
post office.

Grenada had such a distaste for this measure that the Gov-
erning Council declined to pass a permanent Act, but lim-

ited its duration to one year from 19th September 1860, in
the hope that the Imperial Government might be induced to
resume its control

A thorny question on the transference of control in most
of the West Indian islands was the appointment of the Post-
master or mistress. The position in Grenada was given to
Mrs Walshe, and she was awarded this appointment in consid-
eration of her late husband's service to the colony as a
magistrate, She was granted a salary of £120 per annum
and her residence was supplied by the Governor.

In 1860 she petitioned the Home Government for a pension
so that she could retire. Her position had become intol-
erable because of the distaste the local administration
and population had for being forced into running their own
post office. The Home Government much regretted the ladys
predicament, but she was no longer their servant. However,
matters were smoothed over in 1862 on Mrs Walshe's retire-
ment and the appointment of a local man as Postmaster.

Even so, in spite of the Governor stating that the colony
must realise that the Imperial Government would never re-
sume the running of the local post office, the Council
continued annually to debate and pass the Act for control
of its post office. One is not therefore surprised to
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